
Saying Main English Sounds - Content 
Candidates will say 40 sounds from Table 1 and Table 2: 
 

Table 1 

grapheme phonemic representation real word example 

‘a’ /æ/ app 

‘ai’ /eɪ/ aim 

‘ar’ /ɑː/ ark 

‘air’ /eə/ air 

‘b’ /b/ big 

‘c’ /k/ cap 

‘ch’ /tʃ/ chick 

‘ck’ /k/ check 

‘d’ /d/ dog 

‘e’ /e/ egg 

‘ear’ /ɪə/ ear 

‘ee’ /iː/ eel 

‘f’ /f/ fish 

‘ff’ /f/ buff 

‘g’ /g/ get 

‘h’ /h/ had 

‘i’ /ɪ/ inn 

‘ie’ /aɪ/ pie 

‘igh’ /aɪ/ high 

‘j’ /dʒ/ job 

‘k’ /k/ king 

‘l’ /l/ leg 
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‘ll’ /l/ tell 

‘m’ /m/ man 

‘n’ /n/ net 

‘ng’ /ŋ/ long 

‘o’ /ɒ/ off 

‘oa’ /əʊ/ oat 

‘oi’ /ɔɪ/ oil 

‘oo’ /uː/ moon 

‘oo’ /ʊ/ oops 

‘or’ /ɔː/ orb 

‘ou’ /aʊ/ out 

‘p’ /p/ pig 

‘qu’ /kw/ quick 

‘r’ /r/ run 

‘s’ /s/ sun 

‘sh’ /ʃ/ ship 

‘ss’ /s/ mess 

‘t’ /t/ tin 

‘th’ /θ/ three 

‘th’ /ð/ this 

‘u’ /ʌ/ up 

‘ue’ /juː/ cue 

‘ur’ /ɜː/ urgent 

‘v’ /v/ van 

‘w’ /w/ win 



‘x’ /ks/ ox 

‘y’ /j/ yes 

‘z’ /z/ zap 

‘zz’ /z/ fizz 

 

Table 2 

schwa /ə/ above 

 


